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BOOK BINDERS 


SPECIALIZ ING IN LIBRARY BINDINGS 


Visit our Booth 


KOSCIUSKO STREET AT MORGAN 
JACKSONVILLE, ILLINOIS 


at 


Southeastern Regional Conference 


Miami Beach, Florida 


October 26-29, 1949 


FLORIDA LIBRARIES 


Published quarterly by the Florida 
Library Association. 

Address all correspondence to Louis 
Shores, Florida State University, 
Tallahassee. 
This issue was edited by Louis 
Shores, Florida State University, and 
John Banister, General Extension 
Division, University of Florida, 
Gainesville. 
Business manager for this issue was 


Wesley Summers, Jacksonville Public 
Library. 


Vol. 1, No. 2 
October, 1949. 


THIS ISSUE 


FLORIDA LIBRARIES appears in 
new dress this month. The editors are 
happy to salute the Dade County Li- 
brary Association, host to the regional 
meeting of the American Library 
Association. 


Tallahassee, Florida 


We are grateful to the library lead- 
ers and to many other librarians in the 
state who sent us enough materials 
for several issues. We are keeping 
all of these materials here and will 
include what we did not use in this 
issue at some future date. 


One bibliographic note: Issue no. 1 
of FLORIDA LIBRARIES appeared 
in July in mimeographed form. A few 
copies of that issue are still available 
and can be had on request. For bind- 
ing purposes we have retained the 
same size on the printed issue, but 
for folio reasons we have not paged 
consecutively. 


The Library Action Committee of 
the Florida Library Association is 
responsible for preparing one more 
issue before the Association appoints 
a permanent editorial staff. 


The editorial committee solicits 
comments and suggestions. 


COUNTY SURVEYS 


Requests for county surveys have 
been received by the Library Action 
Committee. Before acting upon them 
we are awaiting completion of a ques- 
tionnaire on which Mr.Banister reports 
this month. County library leaders 
are asked to submit their requests 
for county survey as soon as possible 
and to indicate an approximate desir- 
able date. Please refer to Issue no. 1, 
page 2, for detailed directions. 


SOUTHEASTERN 


Preceding the regional meeting 
there will be a one-day session of 
the Southeastern Library Association 
Activities Committee to consider the 
reorganization of the Southeastern 
Library Association, the establish- 


ment of headquarters, and the laun 
ing of a journal. The members of 
committee are as follows: 


SOUTHEASTERN LIBRARY a 
CIATION ACTIVITIES COMMITTE! 


ALABAMA: Clyde H. Cantrell, Al 
bama Polytechnic Institute 
FLORIDA: Louis Shores, Chairm 
Florida State University, Tallahass 
GEORGIA: Virginia McJenkin, Fultc 
County School Libraries, Atlant 
KENTUCKY: Elizabeth Gilbert, Bere 
College 
MISSISSIPPI: Mrs. S. M. Richardsog 
Elcorn County Library, Corinth 
NORTH CAROLINA: Marjorie Be 
State Library Commission, Raleig 
SOUTH CAROLINA: Estellene Walke 
State Library Board, Columbia 
TENNESSEE: Mary Jeffcoat, Lawse 
McGhee Library, Knoxville 
VIRGINIA: Jack Dalton, University « 
Virginia Library, Charlottesville 


Dr. Louis R. Wilson will meet wit 
the committee on the 25th. 


We hope you like this issue. 
Send us news of you and your 
library. We go to press every 
two months. 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY! 
Card Catalog Cabinets 
Book Trucks 
Displayers-Stools-Trays 
and other 
Standard Library Furniture 


Quarter sawed OAK-Prices on reque 


GAYLORD BROS., Inc. 


Library Supplies 
SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 
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Florida Libraries 


BUSMAN’S HOLIDAY 
IN DADE COUNTY 


John Banister 


Librarians on vacation are notorious 
for visiting libraries. In the case of 
Dade County, you will find this a 
habit well worth the cultivation, for 
Dade has perhaps a wider range of 
modern and interesting libraries—pub- 
lic, college and university, school 
and special—than any other county in 
Florida. Much of the architecture is 
new and functional—well adapted to 
the landscape, climate and light con- 
ditions found here. 

On Collins Avenue near your hotel 
is your host library: the Miami Beach 
Library and Art Center. Located in a 
beautiful park site surrounded by 
palms and with a view of the ocean, 
it is one of the more beautiful of 
Florida libraries—one which an out- 
stater might consider “‘typically Flor- 
idian.’’ Bertha (Tiny) Aldrich is li- 
brarian and places the full facilities of 
her library at the disposal of all at- 
tending the A. L. A. conference. 

College and University librarians 
will be interested in the University 
of Miami Library, (located in Coral 
Gables) now in process of being hous- 


WELL BROKEN was the ground for Miami's main public library when this official line- 
up grabbed spades and shovels t6 dig into Bayfront Park. Doing the first digging, left 
to right, Dr. J. T. Wilson, Commissioner H. Leslie Quigg, Commissioner Perrine Palmer, Jr., 


ed in the modern Merrick Building. 
This building will house the new 
equipment which was designed for the 
library’s permanent home, another 
modern building to be completed with- 
in two years. The entire campus is 
startlingly colorful and different with 
such features as class rooms in which 
no direct sunlight can fall, fluorescent 
lights which come on automatically 
when the natural light falls below a 
comfortable reading level, and an 
artificial lake. Librarian William Har- 
kins, assisted by Mrs. Isabelle Klinger 
are special hosts for college and uni- 
versity librarians. 

Also of interest to college libra- 
rians is Barry College Library in 
Miami Shores. A women’s Catholic 
institution, it features a well equipped 
library for over 200 students.Librarian 
and your A. L. A. Religious Hostess 
is Sister Michael, James, O. P. 

Largest public library system in the 
area is the Miami Public Library with 
temporary headquarters in the down- 
town Dade Commonwealth Building. 
and six branch libraries strategically 
located. Ground has been very recent- 
ly broken for the new million dollar 
main library building, to be located 
in Bayfront Park at the foot of Flagler 
Street, and to be ready for occupancy 
in about 14 months. 

Visiting special librarians should 
find at least one library providing 
service similar to their own. News- 
paper libraries are represented by the 
Miami Herald and Miami Daily News 
libraries, which furnish much factual 


information for their respective news- 
papers. Service for both patients and 
medical staff are provided by the 
Jackson Memorial Hospital and Vet- 
eran’s Administration Hospital. Even 
more specialized are the libraries of 
the Fairchild Tropical Gardens and 
the Marine Laboratory, with materials 
solely in their own limited fields. 

Three small though outstanding tax- 
supported public libraries are also 
located in Dade County. The Coral 
Gables Public Library has long ranked 
among the highest in the state by 
A. L. A. standards for per capita in- 
come and circulation. Newest sub- 
urban library is the beautiful Brockway 
Memorial Library in Miami Shores, 
recently completed and featuring 
photo-changing, and a reading room, 
one side of which may be opened out 
on a large patio. Southernmost library 
is the charming Lilly Lawrence Bow 
Memorial Library, located 30 miles 
South of Miami. 

Other public libraries located in 
small Dade County communities in- 
clude the Cocoanut Grove Library, 
oldest of the subscription libraries; 
the Coco Plum Women’s Club Library 
noted for its children’s book trailer; 
and those located in Hialeah, Opa 
Locka, Perrine, Miami Springs, and 
North Miami. 


While not obvious on a tour, a factor 
which helps to account for the con- 
siderable library activity in Dade 
County is the Dade County Library 
Association. This organization com- 


Mayor Robert L. Floyd, Dr. George C. Williams and Commissioner William W. Charles. 
sietapesaaiadaaaamiieiainbalei aie ls ch amen a ce i 2 


prises some 50 librarians from the 
public, college and University, and 
special libraries in the county. Origin- 
ally its monthly meetings were largely 
social, but this purpose was later 
extended to include several profes- 
sional projects, first of which was a 
union catalog of the materials in sev- 
eral special libraries. The Association 
is now engaged in an intensive pro- 
gram for public library expansion. 
Present officers are: 5 


Mrs. Anne B. McCreary, Miami P. L., 
President. Mrs. Patricia Olney, Uni- 


versity of Miami, Vice-President. 
Mrs. Jean Holstein, Coral Gables 
P. L., Secretary and Treasurer. 


EXTENSION COURSES 


Florida State University’s School 
of Library Training and Service is 
offering extension courses through 
the General Extension Division in the 
following places during the fall term: 
Miami, two sections; Fort Myers; 
Pensacola. The course in the first 
2 places is Introduction to Materials 
and is being given by Miss Pauline 
O’Melia, a regular faculty member of 
the Library School staff. The course 
in Pensacola is the introductory 
audio-visual course and it is being 
given by Dr. Ritchie, also a regular 
member of the library school faculty. 





1, Miss Margaret M. Beaton, | ibrarian, 
brary, Hostess-Public Libraries. 2. Mr 
of Children’ s Work, Miami Public Librar 
ty Library Association, Hostess for 
ma Montgomery, Librarian, miami Bea 
School Libraries, Sectetary of F.L.A. 
ker, Librarian, Technical High School, 
S$. Mrs. Kathryn E. Kelly, Librarian, 
Special Libraries. 6. Memoria] Library, 
Patricia Olney, University of Miami, V 
Library Association. %. licus Hal 
9. Mrs. Frances G Parsons, MeadLibrari 
Hostess-A.L.A. Personnel. If, Adult Re 
rial Library, Miami. 13. Mes. Lucy C. 
Federal Savines & Loan Ass’a of Miami 
raries. 14. Mre. isabella Q Kl ingler, 
versity of Miami, Hostess-Qjlege and 
chael Jares, O.P.. Librarig, Barry Co 
16. Mr. Frank S. Eden, Cataloge 
Chairman for Local Press icity. 1 
in one of the outlying 
18. Library of Madison El 
picture are Miss Watson, 
Club, which numbers twenty 
Bertha Aldrich, Librarian, 
in chief, Chairman, Committeson Local 
G. Harkins, Librarian, Unitesity of 
Branch of the Miami Public Library pre 
Puppet Show. 22. Public Libary, Mia 
Library Building, 
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11, 
fa Coral Gables Woman’s Club (left). Coral 


Gables pablic Library (right). 12. This biew shows Government 
i channel at the south tip of Miami Beach, with the famous shoureline stretching north. 
right, extending £76 feet over the ocean is the Municipal pier, extensively used for conventions. 
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ibrarian, Coral Gables Public Li- 
s. 2. Mrs. Anne B. McCreary, Head 
c Library, President of Dade Coun- 
ss for Public Libraries. 3. Miss 
iami Beach Senior High, Hostess- 
f F.L.A 4 Mrs. Bess Hammons Wal- 
School, Hostess-School Librarians. 
rarian, Miami Herald, Hostess for 
| Library, West Palm Beach. 7. Mrs. 
Miami, Vice President, Dade County 
licus Hall, Barry College, Miami. 
adLibrarian, Miami Public Library, 
Adult Reading Room, Brockway Memo- 
Lucv C. Hession, Librarian, First 
of Miami, Hostess of Special Lib- 
lingler, Assistant Librarian, Uni- 
lege and Universities. 15. Sr. Mi- 
Barry College, Religious Hostess. 
Cataloger, Miami Public Library, 
city. 17. This picture was taken 
iricts served by the Book Wagon. 
tary School, Madison, Florida. In° 
sor, and members of the Library, 
ive pupils, grades 4-6. 19. Miss 
mi Reach Public Library, Hostess 
fon Local Arrangements. 20. William 
sity of Miami. 21. The Riverside 
rary presents its annual Book Weck 
ary, Miami, Florida. 23. Chidsey 
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20. 
, William G Haskins, Librarian, University 
of Miami.’ 21. The Riverside Branck of the Miami Public Li- 
brary presents its annual Book Week puppet show. 


















Coco Plum 


The Waman's Club —— 


that Deljuers! 


COCOPLUM WOMAN’S CLUB 
LIBRARY 


South Miami, Florida 


Lots of fun and lots of work are 
the history of the Cocoplum Woman’s 
Club Library. The work for it began 
in May, 1926, when the women of the 
little Cocoplum @®himble Club, down 
in southern Dade County, induced a 
member’s husband to furnish some 
lumber, and all the husbands to build 
with it a little one room clubhouse 
on Sunset Road, near where the pre- 
sent Cocoplum Club now stands, and 
to put a big wide porch around it. On 
this porch they put a little bookcase 
and each woman brought one of the 
few books in the scattered homes 
among the pine and palmetto for the 
others to share. The first book brought 
they say was “‘Pollyanna’’, and they 
took turns reading it aloud. 

They had paid $100 for the five 
acres on which the little building sat, 
and with the boom’s grand idea, and 
their clever business sense, they sold 
four acres for $100,000. Yes, that is 
a hundred thousand, which wasn’t so 
unusual just then, but they received 
cash for it, which was. With most of 
this money they built the grand Span- 
ish type club around its central flag- 
ged patio and palms, and paid for it 
too, and one beautiful wing, with dark 
Spanish type shelves from floor to 
ceiling, and great doors opening onto 
patio and terrace, was a library. How 
they loved it and how proud they were. 

The busting of the boom, with the 
hurricane of the fall of °26, swept 
away the endowment they had so care- 
fully placed in the bank, so hard times 
dogged the library all through the de- 
pression. But they never gave up and 
kept it open when only a hundred 
books went out in a whole summer, 
and that seemed well worth doing. 

A few years ago they began to work 
on it in earnest. They descended upon 
it with brooms and dust rags, they 
routed out spiders and cockroaches, 
they set aside a small sum earned by 
themselves, to pay for a part-time li- 
brarian. They took turns going over to 
help at the desk or in mending books. 
Wonders have been worked since then. 
They now have 1,236 readers, and in 
this past August they issued 596 

ks and gained 22 new readers. 





Children entering the Book Wagon of the 
Cocoplum Library 


Their pride is a charming little book 
wagon, the first in Florida, which in 
July, 1948, began running to outlying 
newly built-up areas several miles 
west of us, which were devoid of any 
cultural advantages, even of a school 
at that time. The little wagon has fig- 
ures in color, on the sides, of the 
Sleeping Beauty, and Alice and the 
Seven Dwarfs, painted by the art de- 
partment of the South Miami School. 
Sometimes that book wagon has is- 
sued 140 books in several hours. 

Classes of children come with their 
teachers from the South Miami School, 
a few blocks away. They are shown 
how to take out a book, select for 
themselves, and the only formality is 
their giving their names and ad- 
dresses, for the library is free to its 
readers. Learning to enjoy reading 
early, it will be a lifetime aid and 
joy to them. 

Deep appreciation is felt therefore 
as community recognition and help 
begin to make more service possible. 
The Town Club, women owning their 
own businesses in the South Miami 
area, give us a most welcome and 
helpful sum, which they earn for us 
each month. Like a glorious Christmas 
gift is the beautiful Encyclopedia 
Britannica, which the school children 
so much need, and which the members 
of the Exchange Club of South Dade 
County presented to us, earning the 
money for it, and giving us renewed 
strength and courage. They have also 
donated the Book of Knowledge and 
many other good books. 

Under the president of the Cocoplum 
Club, Mrs. J. H. Farrington, and the 
excellent librarian, Mrs. J. C. Gram- 
ley, the Cocoplum Woman’s Club Li- 


Florida Libraries 


LAKE WALES PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
LAKE WALES, FLORIDA 


A bookmobile committee composed 
of Mrs. Virginia Thomson, Lakeland, 
Mrs. William Steitz, State Chairman, 
Florida Federation of Women’s Clubs, 
for Library Service, Lakeland, Miss 
Kinnaird Hart, Frostproof, Mrs. Doris 
Scarbrough, Winter Haven, and Mrs. 
Leona Davis, Babson Park, has been 
very active and plans are in the mak- 
ing for even greater activities. 

This committee in February brought 
to the meeting of the Polk County 
School Library Association valuable 
information about bookmobiles and 
the extensive service that they can 
lend to a county. On hand for demon- 
stration was the St. Petersburg book- 
mobile. The public was invited to 
attend this meeting. Much favorable 
newspaper publicity was given to this 
meeting in the county newspapers. 


Mary Virginia Green, Library Leader 


MARTIN COUNTY ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


The Martin County Circulating 
Library was established in the fall of 
1948, at the suggestion of the Super- 
visor to fill a need for more books in 
the elementary schools of the County. 

It is co-operatively operated and is 
under the direct supervision of Mrs. 
Ivyl F. Pirtle of the Stuart Primary 
School and Mr. Harry C. Webb, General 
Supervisor of Schools in Martin County. 

The book fund allotments of the 
various schools were pooled and in 
its first year 1948-49, 440 books were 
placed on its shelves. This year 325 
more have been added. The books cir- 
culate every six weeks, giving each 
elementary school a fresh supply of 
reading material six times a year. 

The colored schools of the county 
operate a circulating library among 
their own schools in the same manner. 

The circulating library has been 
a decided success and has contributed 
its part to the enrichment of school 
life in the county. ; 

Martin County is proud to be one 
of the few counties in the State offer- 
ing this service. 

An executive board composed of 
key teachers representing all schools 
having membership in it will take over 
the operation of the library this year. 


Harry C. Webb 


brary looks forward to many years of 
use and service in South Dade County. 
It’s been hard work, but it’s fun too. 


Puen 


- Frida Li 
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TREND 


The New LB Functional 
Library Furniture 


asting beauty distinguishes 
REND’ S contribution to your 
ibrary. TREND’ S modern, func- 
ional styling combines flush 
onstruction and rounded cor- 
ers with complete economy of 
ine toeliminate dust-catchers, 
educe splintering and lower 
our maintenance costs. 













ibrarians everywhere approve 
f TREND as the conclusive 
nswer to their furniture re- 
uirements. For complete in- 
ormation phone your nearest 
mington Rand Inc. office or, 
ite for the booklets “ TREND” 
nd “Planning the Library 
uilding”, 


LIBRARY FURNITURE 
LIBRARY SUPPLIES 
CATALOG CASES 
WOOD SHELVING 
CHARGING SYSTEMS 
TABLES AND CHAIRS 
EXHIBIT CASES 
VISIBLE* RECORDS 
MAGAZINE RACKS 


Library Bureau 
R + Lor RX f 
15 FOURTH AVE...NEW YORK, 10 


Copyright 1949 
Remington Rand Inc. 





Pictured above is the newly-organ- 
ized Bradford High School Library at 
Starke, Florida. The collection of 
2,000 books housed in the library 
itself serves four hundred students; 
boxes of easy books are rotated for 
the elementary grades. Besides read- 
ing materials and guidance, the twelve- 
month library service includes: summer 
story hours, audio-visual aids for 
school and city, games such as check- 
ers and darts, conference rooms for 
committee work, a meeting place for 
faculty and P. T. A., display space 
for athletic trophies, exhibits of high 
school and elementary work, and even 
a spare typewriter, flower vases, and 
poster paper. 


9—The Pensacola News-Journal 
Sunday, August 21, 1949 
WCOA—1370 On Your Dial 


Negro Library 
Building Begun 


Weis Officiates 
At Ground-Breaking 


Probably the most important event 
for the Pensacola Free Public Lib- 
rary in the past year is the incorpora- 
tion in the city budget of funds for the 
establishment of a Negro Branch of 
the Library. Urged by the Library 
Board and librarian and with the co- 
operation of a committee of Negro 
citizens a building of concrete block 
has been begun which will house the 
branch. The staff of the main library 
have been working for the past months 
collecting and cataloging books and 
getting supplies ready for the branch. 
Almost a thousand books are already 
prepared for circulation, and it is ex- 
pected that a fine basic collection 
will be ready when the building is 
ready. 

This is the first branch in the city 
and has been much needed. With its 
establishment the need for other out- 
lying branches and stations can be 
emphasized, and lead eventually to 
county-wide service. 

Lucia Tryon 





$298 . 50 


(Over 290 in the schools of Florida) 


@ Weber-Costello Maps, Globes and Charts 


@ RCA Record Players 


@ Young America Films, Filmstrips and Slides 


@ Natco Lightweight Projectors 
@ Radiant Screens and Lamps 
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JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 
“Serving Florida Schools for Over 30 Years’’ 


. 





4 QovtRenn ress 


a Adams Street e Tallahassee. Floride 


e « A COMPLETE MODERN LITHOGRAPHIC PLANT TO SERVE THE SOUTH e e 


Clarence R. Graham, librarian of the Louisvill 
Public Library and president of the Southeaste 
Library Association, is president-elect of th 
American Library Association. He was electe 
over Carl Milan by a vote of 5,231 to 3, 104 
President Graham addressed the Florida Librar 
Association at its last meeting in Tampa. 


BEST WISHES! 


FLORIDIAN Ho 


MIAMI BEACH Telephone 


BEADWUARTERS OF THE 1949 SOUTHEASTERN REGIONAL CONFER! 
THE AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 








